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The property market is on the move again however it is
understandable if you still don’t feel quite ready for the
big move, as even going outside, can feel a little daunting.
Moving now is completely acceptable and allowed, but if
you’re looking to get prepped in advance so when lockdown
fully clears, you’re good to go, we’re here to help.
Whether you are just in the early stages of planning a move
or have been hoping to move for awhile but were halted
by COVID-19, there are things you can do to be as market
ready as possible. Here are some basic steps to help you to
prepare and be able to move as soon as you feel happy to.
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STAGE 1

CLEAN UP,
CLEAR OUT!
Your home probably has a more lived-in look
than ever before with more people home more
of the time. A good declutter and clean-up is
the literal way of making space for a big move.
Not only are you providing physical space
to enjoy and benefit from while you still live
there, it looks much better when preparing for
property photographs too.
Cleaning and decluttering can be a great way
of organising the mind too and physical space
can equate to mental space. Once you’ve done
a little cleaning, you might find you’re much
closer to that dream move than you thought
and maybe there isn’t quite so much to do.
Be organised in your decluttering. It can be
easy to just throw everything into the bin.
Rather than simply chucking out what you
don’t need, be methodical. You may want to

sell off some good quality used things, others
may be perfect for recycling and others may
be appreciated at the local charity shop. While
you may not be able to visit shops as before,
you can drop off bags of donations or arrange
for donations to be collected from your
doorstep. It might be hard to get rid of some
things but think about your new home and how
you want it to look – do you really want to keep
piles of old stuff you don’t have a real use for?
Stuff you do want to keep but doesn’t have
a current use you can box up ready for when
moving day does arrive and then you’re
already part of the way packed! Once you’ve
thoroughly cleaned and tidied, you’ll be able to
see any areas where maintenance, touch ups
and repairs may be necessary.
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STAGE 2

SPRUCE
UP & DO
MAINTENANCE
CHECKS
If you’re planning on moving out then you don’t
want to invest considerable time or money in
renovations or remodelling your home in any
way. You can give it a little touch up and deal
with any minor repairs however, ensuring it
looks the best it can before the viewings begin
or the photographs are taken. Take a practical
approach and work from the inside out. The
current climate does make some repairs a
little trickier but trips to the DIY store and
supermarket are allowed so you can top up
on basics for painting, filling holes and other
smaller jobs. What’s more there are plenty of
smaller independent online retailers in the DIY
and homewares sector you could buy from.
Internally it could just be a case of brightening
up ceilings and woodwork and ensuring there
are no unsightly stains or damage to floors.
Remember, the survey of your property before
its sale will take into account the condition of
the brickwork and external paintwork of your
home, so dealing with leaks is a really sensible
idea in advance of starting the sales process.
You can invite professionals in to deal with
leaks and other small issues as long as social
distancing rules are followed.
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STAGE 3

CREATE
CURB APPEAL
Do not underestimate the value of a great first
impression, and that counts for properties as
well as people. Your home will be judged as
soon as a car pulls up outside so you want the
outside to be looking fantastic. Creating some
curb appeal to invite viewers in and create
that great first impression doesn’t have to be
expensive and can make all the difference.
There are some external maintenance jobs
you can carry out with ease such as:
•

Pulling up and clearing any weeds from
paved areas

•

Clear out gutters

•

Paint the windows if appropriate

•

Clean the windows where possible

Other jobs such as inspecting the pointing
and pressure washing the outside of your
home may be something you need to call the
professionals in for. People working outside
are allowed to return to work so you can get
in contact with local professionals to help you
with these tasks. The same goes for gutter
cleaning, roof repairs and window cleaning.

Don’t Forget the Garden!
While the back garden isn’t exactly creating
curb appeal, you can apply the same
techniques in the front and back to create a
beautiful outside space viewers can imagine
being their own. Front gardens should be kept
as tidy and neat as possible, for that initial
impression and when it comes to the back the
following should be the bare minimum you
carry out for a good look:
•

Trim back hedges and prune trees

•

Plant window boxes rather than leaving
them empty and sad looking

•

Remove all weeds and stray plants from
pathways

•

Scrub and pressure wash patios

If you really don’t have any gardening prowess
and your back yard looks a bit barren, you can
contact local gardeners for advice or visit local
garden centres too and invest potted plants
or already-grown shrubs to simply brighten up
your space.
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STAGE 4

SHOW THE
POTENTIAL IN
EVERY ROOM
Room use is something you may not have
considered in depth before but every room in
your home should be shown off, with its best
potential displayed. While you may think your
smallest bedroom is only good for storing all
your clutter, could you perhaps fit in a double
bed and have an additional guest room?
Looking at each room in turn and maximising
its potential is a great way of showing potential
buyers how a room could be used. Dress and
prepare each of the rooms in your home for
their best use, which means maximise those
bedrooms, and it will work wonders on those
visiting with a mind to purchase.
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STAGE 5

STARTING
THE ADMIN
No one wants to think about the paperwork
side of moving home, but it is absolutely
essential. Even in normal times, paperwork is
usually the last thing on our minds and rushed
through once completion is on the cards.
However, while we have this downtime, it is a
great chance to get all your property-related
paperwork in order, so when the time comes
you know exactly where everything is. The legal
process will be much more straightforward and
you’ll feel much less frazzled when looking for
a missing document or file.
You can also spend this time researched your
“dream” areas to the best of your ability.
This ensures you are ready to pounce when
a suitable property comes onto the market
in the right area and you don’t have to spend
additional time deliberating about booking
a viewing.

Although you can’t get everything in place,
consider the following:
•

Get the right people in the right places:
look into cleaning companies, removals
companies and solicitors to support your
move. Find an estate agent you can rely on
and be sure to get recommendations from
people you trust locally.

•

Don’t be sold solely on price: it can be
easy go for the cheapest option or in
some cases the most expensive. In both
instances you won’t necessarily get what
you want, or you pay for, so be sure to keep
recommendations and reviews in mind.

Working with a local and knowledgeable
agency like Bricks & Mortar is the best way of
getting yourself setup to succeed when its
time to sell and find that new home.
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STAGE 6

HOME STAGING
AND STYLING
Photography and viewings are key to the sale
of any property and this is once again why the
decluttering process is essential! Your house is
your home but for the purposes of trying to sell
it, you need it to look at neutral yet welcoming
as possible. When your home is photographed
for prospective buyers, you want to give
the right impression, as we have mentioned
throughout this guide.
When preparing your home for photographing
keep the following key styling points in mind:
•

Kitchen sides, tables and surfaces need to
be kept clear of clutter

•

Hallways can look especially narrow if filled
up with your belongings so store them out
of sight too, this helps to make even the
narrowest hallways seem larger

•

Day-to-day items such as cleaning
products, toiletries and cosmetics should be
stored safely out of the way

•

The more of the floor space can be seen,
the bigger the rooms look

While you want your home to have a neutral
feel, you don’t want it to feel cold and empty.
Don’t take down family photos and remove all
essence of your personality, just give it a clean
and fresh look which ensures it is welcoming
without seeming like an overrun family home.
This can be a difficult balance to strike but
we’re always here to help with pointers and
guidance if you need us!
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Opening Hours
Monday		

9am - 6:30pm

W bricksandmortargroup.co.uk

Tuesday		

9am - 6:30pm

E hello@bricksandmortargroup.co.uk

Wednesday

9am - 6:30pm

T 0191 230 5577

Thursday		

9am - 6:30pm

Head Office

Friday		

9am - 5:30pm

140 New Bridge Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 2SZ

Saturday		

10am - 4:00pm

